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Electrical SAFETY in the Workplace

Electricity and electrical products play fundamental roles in how we do business each day. However, if not used or
maintained appropriately, they can pose serious risks. Over the last ten years, more than 20,000 workers have been injured

in workplace electrical accidents.

While electrical hazards are not the leading cause of
on-the-job injuries and accidents, they are
disproportionately fatal and costly. These injuries
not only disrupt the lives of the workers and their
families, but also impact the productivity of
employers. The good news is that most on-the-job
electrocutions and electrical injuries can be
prevented by following a few basic steps.

The Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI)
is the leading authority on workplace electrical
safety. ESFI recognizes that each work environment
presents different electrical hazards. ESFI’s
workplace safety materials provide valuable
information to help employees make safe choices
every day and tips for creating a safer work
environment, whether work takes place in an office,
on a job site, or in a manufacturing setting.

esfi.org

Facts

Working with electricity can be dangerous.
Engineers, electricians, and other professionals
work with electricity directly, including working on
overhead lines, cable harnesses, and circuit
assemblies. Others, such as office workers and sales
people, work with electricity indirectly and may also
be exposed to electrical hazards.

Electricity has long been recognized as a serious
workplace hazard. OSHA's electrical standards are
designed to protect employees exposed to dangers
such as electric shock, electrocution, fires, and
explosions.

Osha.gov

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is revising the general industry electrical installation standard found in
Subpart S of 29 CFR Part 1910. The Agency has determined that electrical hazards in the workplace pose a significant risk of injury or
death to employees, and that the requirements in the revised standard, which draw heavily from the 2000 edition of the National Fire
Protection Association's (NFPA) Electrical Safety Requirements for Employee Workplaces (NFPA 70E), and the 2002 edition of the
National Electrical Code (NEC), are reasonably necessary to provide protection from these hazards.

osha.gov



